
People who care for each other 
and the Earth we share

Fostering Stewards



About Camp Kawartha
Camp Kawartha is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to inspiring environmental 
stewardship and fostering meaningful 
connections with nature. Through year-round 
programs including camps, outdoor education 
programs and workshops, we engage children, 
youth, and adults in hands-on learning, 
environmental education, and leadership 
development. By nurturing empathy, curiosity, 
and respect for the natural world, Camp 
Kawartha empowers individuals to become 
lifelong stewards of the environment.

Our Mission 
Camp Kawartha inspires environmental 
leaders and stewards of all ages through 
dynamic, accessible, year-round outdoor 
programming and powerful partnerships  
to create meaningful change.

Our Vision 
That Camp Kawartha will be recognized  
as a national leader in the delivery of high 
quality and inspirational outdoor and 
environmental programming; practicing, 
teaching and promoting sustainable living 
practices to children and adults of all ages 
and abilities.

“The best education 
does not happen at 
a desk, but rather 
engaged in everyday 
living - hands on, 
exploring, in active 
relationship with life.” 

-Vince Gowmon (author)
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Just a few of our 
many testimonials

“My son was delighted to visit 
Camp Kawartha. This camp gave 
him confidence before the start 
of the new school year, since 
we communicate in our native 
language in the family, he received 
the practice of English-speaking 
communication among his peers. 
Long after the camp, he dreamed 
of boating, campfire songs, and 
various activities organized by “the 
best counselors in the world.” 

“Camp Kawartha is an educational 
field trip unlike any other.
The students learn about 
environmental sustainability, they 
build social skills and develop 
a sense of independence and 
accomplishment. Most of all, they 
are making memories that will 
remain with them for a lifetime.”

“Camp Kawartha continues to 
provide the most thoughtful, 
challenging, inclusive, and 
engaging programming. Their 
knowledgeable staff never fail to 
thoroughly engage our students 
in ways that are considerably 
more challenging to execute in 
a traditional classroom setting. 
The location provides ample 
opportunities for students to 
disconnect from the myriad 
distractions of life at school, 
while simultaneously allowing 
them to connect with each other 
on a deeper and more meaningful 
level. Given all of this and the 
proximity to our school, we aim 
to return every chance we get.”

LIVES DIRECTLY
IMPACTED THROUGH 
OUR PROGRAMS 
AND INITIATIVES

16,210

919 AT OUR MAIN 
SUMMER CAMP
267 AT OUR 
ENVIRONMENT 
CENTRE CAMPS

1,186

PARTICIPANTS 
RENTED & BENEFITED 
FROM OUR 
ENVIRONMENT 
CENTRE

5,760

VISITORS FROM 30 
ORGANIZATIONS 
ENJOYED OUR MAIN 
CAMP FACILITIES

1,440

STUDENTS FROM 
70 CLASSES 
PARTICIPATED IN 
NATURE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROGRAMMING AT 
OUR ENVIRONMENT 
CENTRE

2,642

YOUNG LEARNERS 
THRIVED IN 
OUR NATURE 
SCHOOL PROGRAMS

232

STUDENTS FROM 76 
SCHOOLS EXPLORED 
THE WONDERS OF
NATURE THROUGH 
OUTDOOR ED
PROGRAMS

4,297

768

AWARDS RECEIVED 
FOR ADVANCING 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STEWARDSHIP & 
EDUCATION

5

POST-SECONDARY 
STUDENTS FROM 
TRENT UNIVERSITY 
& FLEMING COLLEGE 
GAINED HANDS-ON 
EXPERIENCE IN OUR 
PROGRAMS

513

CHILDREN SPONSORED GIVEN 
ACCESS TO LIFE-CHANGING 
SUMMER CAMP & OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION EXPERIENCES

4,297

ARTICLES PUBLISHED 
ON NATURE & 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STEWARDSHIP TO 
INSPIRE A BROADER 
AUDIENCE

8

PRESENTATIONS 
DELIVERED TO 
SCHOOL BOARDS & 
ORGANIZATIONS 
ACROSS SOUTHERN 
ONTARIO, 
SPREADING OUR 
MISSION FAR & WIDE

11

STUDENTS 
RECONNECTED WITH 
NATURE THROUGH 
OUR DISCOVER YOUR 
SCHOOL’S BETTER 
NATURE PROGRAM

220
FUTURE LEADERS PARTICIPATED 
IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
SYMPOSIUMS, LED BY CAMP 
KAWARTHA IN COLLABORATION 
WITH KPR, PVNC CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL BOARD,
GREENUP & 
OTONABEE 
CONSERVATION

120
EDUCATORS, INCLUDING
TEACHERS, TEACHER
CANDIDATES, & EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS, 
SHARPENED THEIR SKILLS 
IN WORKSHOPS

1
AWARD-WINNING 
DOCUMENTARY 
PRODUCED TO 
CHAMPION 
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

 Camp Kawartha
Impact by Numbers   
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In Praise of Our Friends
As the years go by, we are profoundly thankful to 
everyone who has helped shape Camp Kawartha 
into the award-winning organization it is today. This 
special place thrives because of the passion and 
dedication of so many volunteers, staff, and board 
members who work tirelessly to advance our mission: 
inspiring children to grow into compassionate and 
engaged stewards of the world.

Our mission wouldn’t be possible without the incredible 
people who have supported us along the way. We 
honor the vision of the Rotary Club of Peterborough, 
which founded Camp Kawartha in 1921, believing in the 
power of camping to build resilience and inspire youth. 
We celebrate the countless counselors and educators 
who have delivered life-changing programs and the 
hardworking support staff- maintenance teams, 
housekeepers, food services, office workers, and health 
care providers-who ensure campers are safe and 
cared for behind the scenes. A special thanks goes to 
our board members, who navigate the challenges of 
keeping Camp Kawartha relevant and impactful in a 
changing world. To everyone who has been part of this 
journey, we offer our deepest gratitude. You are the 
heart of Camp Kawartha, and your contributions inspire 
and nurture the stewards of tomorrow.

Revenue
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From the Executive Director
Are we raising a generation of indoor children?
In a world where we have lost more than half of our biodiversity 
since the 1970s and where the human population has surged 
past 8 billion, the need to reconnect with the natural world has 
never been more urgent. Yet, despite the mounting evidence of its 
importance, it has become increasingly challenging to convince 
administrators, educators, and parents to prioritize time spent 
outdoors for children. 

Research consistently highlights the profound benefits of 
time in nature: it reduces stress, improves focus, and fosters 
emotional well-being. Studies show that children who spend 
regular time outdoors are healthier, more resilient, and more 
creative. Nature-based experiences have been linked to improved 
academic performance, better social skills, and a deeper sense of 
stewardship for the planet. Adults, too, experience lower rates of 
anxiety and depression, better physical health, and increased life 
satisfaction when they engage with natural spaces. 

At Camp Kawartha – this is what we do - reconnecting children 
(and adults) to the very life systems that nourish us. We bear 
witness every day to the transformative impact that being 
outdoors has on all those who visit us.. Please read through this 
report to learn more about how, through our summer camps, 
our outdoor education programs, teacher training, workshops 
and environmental stewardship initiatives, we are showing our 
community and beyond how to overcome the “nature-deficit 
disorder.” Our work is not just about helping individuals; it’s about 
cultivating a generation that connects to, values, protects, and 
restores the natural world we all depend on. We hope you’ll join 
us in supporting this important work in whatever way you can. 

From our Summer Camp Director 
Surrounded by the beauty and wonder of the natural world, Camp 
Kawartha’s summer camp season of 2024 offered a wonderful 
opportunity for over 1,000 campers and staff to connect with 
each other and the earth we all share. Through coming together 
in community, our summer camp season was filled with joy, 
laughter, wonder, and summer camp magic. Highlights of the 
2024 summer season include increased nature connectivity 
through partnerships with local environmental and community 
organizations including Nature Canada, TRACKS, the Canadian 
Canoe Museum, the Peterborough Petroglyphs, and the New 
Canadians Centre. As each child entered into the summer camp 
community this summer, they had the opportunity to create new 
friendships, memories, and connections - all while exploring and 
learning about both themselves, and the natural world. Camp 
Kawartha’s Summer Camp was proud to have a successful 
summer in 2024 and is looking forward to inspiring environmental 
leaders and stewards for years to come.

“When I see you through 
my eyes, I think that we 
are different. When I see 
you through my heart, I 
know we are the same.” 

– Doe Zantamata (author)
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Awards 2024
Rotary Health Centre: Camp Kawartha received national 
recognition from Clean50’s Top Project Award as one of the 
best sustainable projects in Canada for its negative carbon 
Rotary Health Centre – an exemplar of sustainable building 
in action. Also, Straworks received the Ontario Embodied 
Carbon Award in the Small Buildings category for the design 
and construction of the Rotary Health Centre. 

Camp Kawartha received the Green Initiatives Award from 
the Peterborough and the Kawarthas Chamber of Commerce 
Business Excellent Awards for recognizing our dedication 
and commitment to environmental sustainability.

Jacob Rodenburg, Executive Director of Camp Kawartha 
received the Robin Dennis Award from the Council 
of Outdoor Educators of Ontario for his “outstanding 
contributions to the promotion and development of outdoor 
education in Ontario.”

Camp Kawartha was a Diamond Winner for Best Learning 
Centre Reader’s Choice Award in the Peterborough region.

The New Canadians Centre honoured Camp Kawartha 
with the Becky Rogers Community Partner of the Year 
Peterborough “in recognition of your wonderful contribution 
to the work of the New Canadians Centre and to enriching 
the lives of newcomers to Canada.”

“It takes courage to grow up and 
become who you really are.” 

-E.E. Cummings (poet)
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Summer Camp
Our 103rd summer camp season was an 
incredible success, thanks to the strong 
leadership of Emma Robert and her team. 
We welcomed over 1,000 children to experience 
the joy of camping, the wonder of connecting 
with nature, and the bonds of fellowship. 
Campers discovered the beauty of the outdoors, 
built lifelong friendships, and gained a deeper 
understanding of the world around them. 
A highlight of the season was the participation 
of 54 young leaders in our leadership 
programs: Leaders in Training, Counselor 
Skills Development, and Wilderness Skills 
Development. These programs are designed 
to foster confidence, teamwork, and a sense 
of responsibility, equipping participants with 
valuable life skills. From learning how to guide 
and inspire others to learning how to teach 
outdoor skills, these young leaders grew into 
positive role models ready to make a difference 
in their communities. This summer reaffirmed 
our mission to inspire stewardship, resilience, 
and a love for the natural world in the next 
generation. We are incredibly proud of the 
campers and young leaders who embraced 
every moment, making this season one of our 
most memorable yet.

Facility Updates: 
Camp Kawartha is committed to continually 
enhancing its facilities to support sustainability 
and provide exceptional experiences for our 
visitors. Thanks to the generous support of 
the Williams Wilson Sherport Foundation, the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, and our dedicated 
donors, our fully operational green Waste-
Water Management System is now complete—
allowing us to “flush with confidence” while 
protecting the environment.

A significant grant from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation is also enabling us to replace one 
of our oldest cabins with a state-of-the-art 
strawbale, negative carbon cabin. The new 
Birch Cabin, featuring innovative sustainable 
design, will be ready to welcome campers by 
summer 2025.

Additionally, we’ve completed our Kinder Hub, 
which now includes a nature playscape and 
gathering area to inspire outdoor learning 
and play. Looking ahead to summer 2025, 
we’re expanding our Day Camp area with 
the construction of two platform tents and 
another engaging nature playscape—designed 
to encourage imaginative play through the 
organic forms of nature.
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Outdoor Education:  
Reconnecting Students with Nature
This year, we welcomed over 4,000 
students from 76 schools across Southern 
Ontario, marking a steady recovery from 
the challenges of the pandemic. Students 
participated in more than 60 curriculum-
linked programs, with highlights including 
team building, Wetland Wonders, traditional 
skills, and animal adaptations.

For schools unable to visit our facilities, 
we brought the learning to them—reaching 
over 750 students through engaging on-site 
programming. We also provided teacher 
training on how to transform school grounds 
into vibrant, hands-on extensions of the 
classroom, helping to inspire meaningful 
connections to nature close to home.

Environment Centre -
Inspiring Sustainable Living
The Camp Kawartha Environment Centre 
continues to lead by example, showcasing 
sustainable living in action and fostering a 
deep connection to the natural world. This year, 
over 2,600 students engaged in immersive, 
nature-based and environmental programs, 
fostering curiosity and ethic of environmental 
stewardship. Our Nature School flourished, with 
232 children enrolled in innovative programs 
such as Forest Explorers, Root Wood, and 
Woodsy Wednesday, where hands-on learning 
brings nature to life.

We are proud to inspire the next generation 
of educators through our Eco Mentor 
Program, supporting Teacher Candidates 
from Trent University and Fleming College’s 
Early Childhood Program. Additionally, we 
welcomed a record number of visitors who 
rented our facilities, further solidifying Camp 
Kawartha as a hub for sustainable education 
and community engagement.
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Adventure in Understanding 
and Cultural Connections
Camp Kawartha, in partnership with the 
Rotary Club of Peterborough/Kawartha, 
Curve Lake First Nation, and the Canadian 
Canoe Museum, helped to organize the 9th 
annual Adventure in Understanding’ program, 
which brought together Indigenous and non-
Indigenous youth to explore reconciliation 
and cultural exchange. Led by Glen Caradus, 
this six-day, five-night canoe journey engaged 
20 youth (ages 16-18) in an immersive 
experience along the Trent Severn Waterway 
from Peterborough to Curve Lake First Nation. 
Participants connected with Indigenous 
culture, the environment, and each other, 
fostering respect and understanding. The 
canoe became a symbol of unity, providing 
a space for reflection and personal growth, 
and encouraging youth to become leaders 
committed to reconciliation. Over 180 youth 
have participated in this program so far.

Camp Kawartha also contributed to 
the Cultural Connections program, 
which focused on building meaningful 
relationships between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous youth. In partnership with the 
Rotary Club, Curve Lake First Nation, and 
Thomas A. Stewart Secondary School, the 
program brought together 20 students to 
explore governance, land stewardship, and 
leadership. The May 27th forum fostered 
rich dialogue on consensus-based decision-
making and cooperative leadership, 
encouraging students to develop skills for 
collaborative community engagement.

Both programs reflected Camp Kawartha’s 
commitment to nurturing youth leadership, 
reconciliation, and fostering inclusive, respectful 
communities. Our thanks to Don Watkins who 
made both of these programs possible.
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Make Peace with Winter
For the second consecutive year, Camp Kawartha 
proudly hosted the Make Peace with Winter Conference 
in partnership with the Council of Outdoor Educators 
of Ontario at its main site, bringing together over 
100 outdoor educators from across Ontario. This 
gathering provided a valuable platform for experts to 
share innovative strategies and practical approaches 
to connecting people with nature during the winter 
months. The conference underscored Camp Kawartha’s 
commitment to fostering environmental stewardship 
year-round. Building on this success, Camp Kawartha is 
excited to announce it will once again host this impactful 
event in January 2025. 

Opening Doors: Sponsoring Children
Thanks to the incredible generosity of our donors and 
funding from foundations, $90,000 was raised this year, 
enabling 535 children to experience the magic of Camp 
Kawartha’s award-winning camps and outdoor programs. 
Their support made it possible for children from families 
in need to connect with nature, build friendships, and 
create lasting memories—experiences that foster a 
lifelong love of the outdoors and a sense of belonging.

Schoolyards as an Act of Reconciliation
In collaboration with Curve Lake First Nation, the PVNC 
Catholic School Board, GreenUP, Monarch Ultra and First 
Nations educators, Camp Kawartha secured funding to 
help three schools, including Curve Lake First Nation 
School, restore nature to their school grounds. This 
initiative also provides students with opportunities 
to learn about First Nations Ways of Knowing and 
Anishinaabemowin, the original language of this land 
within Williams Treaty 20, the traditional territory of the 
Michi Saagiig.

A Fresh Digital Presence:  
Connecting More People to Nature
This year, we launched our new and improved website 
at www.campkawartha.ca , offering a more user-friendly 
and engaging experience for visitors. The updated site 
makes it easier than ever to explore our programming, 
register, make bookings and learn about our commitment 
to environmental stewardship. With strong visuals, 
streamlined navigation, and enhanced resources, the 
website reflects the heart of Camp Kawartha—inviting 
more people to connect with nature, discover sustainable 
living, and join us in fostering a love for the outdoors.
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Award-Winning Documentary:
Filmmaker Anne Marie Jackson beautifully captured the 
essence of Camp Kawartha’s Pathway to Stewardship 
and Kinship Project in her inspiring documentary. The 
Wild Path Home (www.wildpathhome.ca). The film has 
been celebrated at several festivals, including a feature 
at Peterborough’s ReFrame Film Festival, showcasing 
the powerful impact of connecting children and youth to 
nature and community.

Upcoming Book: The Wild Path Home
Executive Director Jacob Rodenburg and past Pathway 
Coordinator Cathy Dueck have co-authored a book called 
the Wild Home: A Guide to Raising the Earth Stewards 
of Tomorrow. Designed for communities across North 
America, this book offers practical guidance and 
inspiration for fostering a culture of stewardship through 
collaboration and connection. Scheduled for release 
in fall 2025, it promises to be an invaluable resource 
for anyone committed to raising the next generation of 
environmental leaders.

Sharing Knowledge and Inspiring Change
This year, Executive Director Jacob Rodenburg presented 
at numerous conferences and workshops across the 
province. Highlights included the Outdoor Learning 
Conference, Make Peace with Winter Conference, Ontario 
Camps Association, Toronto Botanical Gardens, Ontario 
Society of Environmental Education, Trent University, 
GreenUP, the Ottawa Catholic School Board, and the Early 
Childhood Community Development Centre. Jacob’s 
expertise also reached an audience across North America 
through the creation of an online learning course called 
Nature Activities for Learners presented through the 
Outdoor Learning School, inspiring educators and leaders 
far and wide.

“You can learn so much 
from animals. They have 
this wonderful quality 
of being in the moment, 
and they help you spend 
time there.” 

- Emmylou Harris 
(singer-songwriter)
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“We must teach our 
children to smell the 
earth, to taste the rain, to 
touch the wind, to see 
things grow, to hear the 
sun rise and night fall – 
to care.”

- John Cleal (artist)

Camp Kawartha’s
Board of Directors 2023-2024
Executive
Board Chair: Myke Healy, Director of Teaching & Learning, 
Trinity College School

Treasurer: Brandie Davis, CPA, CA, Pepsico Foods Canada, 
Internal Controls Manager

Directors
Liam Churchill, Associate, Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP

Andrea Gilders, Project Manager, Responsible Business Alliance

Marie Hynes, Lawyer, LLF Lawyers LLP

Jason Huffman, Principal, Kawartha Pine Ridge District School 

David Kubica, Secondary School Teacher

Andrew Marshall, Real Estate and Development Manager 

Betsy McGregor, Principal, McGregor Leadership;  
Author of Women on the Ballot

Mike Richardson, Manager of Recreation Services,
Township of Selwyn

Nicole Van Stone, Real Estate Salesperson

Adrienne Ross, Associate Director of Admissions, 
Trinity College School

Wendy Beesley, HR Coordinator, Fourcast

Honorary Directors
John Cockburn, Retired Field Service Manager,
Ontario Ministry Agriculture Food & Rural Affairs
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Foundations & Charities
AMICI Camping Charity
Canopy Support Services
Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough
DNAAGDAWENMAG BINNOOJIIYAG  
Child and Family Services
Fiera Capital Foundation
Gainey Foundation
Gift Funds Canada
Hodgson Family Foundation
Nature Canada
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Otto & Marie Pick Charitable Foundation
Owen Sound Field Naturalists
Peterborough Field Naturalists
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
The Calgary Foundation
The ChariTree Foundation
The Douglas Utting Foundation
The Peterborough Foundation
Toronto Star Children’s Charities
Tree Canada
United Way East Ontario
Williams Wilson Sherport Foundation

Community Supporters
Birchcliff Property Owners Association
Canada Helps
City of Peterborough
ECO Canada
Elementary Teachers Federation Ontario 
Federation Durham
Government of Canada
Greenwood United Church
Kawartha Credit Union Limited
Lakefield & District Lions Club
Lakefield Foodland
Part Time CFO Services LLP
Rotary Club of Bridgenorth-Ennismore-Lakefield
Rotary Club of Peterborough

Individual Donors
Anonymous & Cash Donors (3)
Andrew, Joan
Barrett, Ann
Benoit, Adriata
Bested, Helen
Binda, John & Katie
Bishop, Anthony & Holly
Brant, Craig
Bremner, Jane
Broadfoot, Margaret

ListDonors
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Burgis, Bob & Donna
Cadoret, Anne
Calver, Jade
Campbell, Helen
Charles, Don Allen
Churchill, Liam
Cockburn, John & Eileen
Coleman, Ron & Moira
Dobbin, Kelly
Donovan, Scott
Douglas, Cameron/Leicht, Yvonne
Elmhirst, Peter
Forrester, Stephanie
Frame, Kate & Merv
French, Bob
Gamble, Cheryl
Gilpin, Donna
Gynane, Betsy Ann
Hanchet, Guy
Harvey, Marcus
Hayward-Haines, Jo
Heitlinger, Alena
Hicks, Kyrie
Hirdes, Lilian
Ingleton, Carol
James, Carlotta/Haines, Tim
Jentzel, Tristan
Johnston, Grant & Donna
Legacy, Paul & Roberta
Lewis, David
Mackenzie, Blair

MacLoghlin, Peter & Marilyn
Marinigh, Daniel
Massimo, Rudy/Forward, Patty
Mathers, Paul/McGee, Sharon
McAdam, Patricia
McDonald, Maureen
McGregor, Barbara
McGregor, Betsy
McKague, Ellen
McLaren, Gail
Mewett, B. Josephine
Miazga, Marlo/Kaufman, Andrew
Nesvadba, Marek/Bouchard, Johanne
Pilkington, Pam
Pontin, Timothy
Powell, Ken
Ragetli, Johan/Adkins, Margaret
Rees, Terry
Robertson, Alana
Robertson, David/Ronn, Peter
Rodenburg, Jacob
Ross, Jenny
Ross, Ron & Carol
Sawdon, Elyse & Brad
Scott, Maureen
Shanoff, Haley
Shaw, Matt
Slavin, Alan & Linda
Smith, Lucas G. & Anne
Stone, Cameron
Tiong, Kim
Vanderkamp, Nick
Weatherup, Ashley
White, Marylyn
Wilkes, Dave
Winning, Meredith
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Camp Kawartha
Main Office: 1010 Birchview Rd,
Douro-Dummer, ON K0L 2H0
Phone: 705-652-3860
Toll Free: 1-866-532-4597
Fax: 705-652-1500
Email: info@campkawartha.ca
Website: www.campkawartha.ca
Gift Store: shop.campkawartha.ca
Charitable Registration # 12453 9214 RR0001


